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organize related activities.
Activities carried out abroad by the Association must be
coordinated with its main office in Kurdistan.

This charter, after review and
approval by the fourth conference, has been adopted in seven
chapters, ten articles, and five notes.



Chapter Six

e Article 9:
The Association’s Income:
The Association’s income is derived from the following
sources:
Membership fees.
Contributions from supporters of the Kurdish liberation
movement as well as donations from humanitarian
individuals and organizations, within applicable legal
frameworks.
Funds raised from Association events, gatherings, and
assemblies.

Chapter Seven

e Article 10:
Overseas Committees of the Association:
Given the necessity of the Association’s activities abroad,
including coordinating with international human rights
organizations and raising the voice of Kurdish political
prisoners globally, it is necessary to appoint a delegation
that represents the Association abroad.
For this purpose:
One member of the Association residing outside the country
may be appointed as the Association’s representative abroad,
based on the proposal and approval of the leadership
committee.
In countries where there is a sufficient number of Kurdish
political prisoners in exile, committees may be formed to



Chapter Five

e Article 8:
The core responsibilities of the Association, carried out
through its members, are:
Compiling and documenting the names of political prisoners
from Eastern Kurdistan or Iranian Kurdistan, the charges
against them, sentence duration, dates and locations of
arrest, the prisons in which they are held, and any other
relevant useful information.
Monitoring the physical health of prisoners and their access
to medical care, nutrition, and basic necessities.
Gathering information about the family circumstances
of prisoners—such as marital status, children, financial
condition, and identifying close relatives—and other
relevant data.
Collecting aid from supporters of the Kurdish liberation
movement and human rights organizations to assist
imprisoned individuals and their families who lack a source
of income; and, where possible, appointing legal counsel for
political prisoners, in compliance with applicable laws and
procedures.
Sending messages of support and solidarity to political
prisoners and their families on national and cultural
occasions.
Organizing gatherings and seminars to raise public
awareness of political prisoners and their noble goals, and
to rally support and attention toward the fate of these
freedom fighters.



Chapter Four

e Article 7:
1. Membership Admission:
Any detained or imprisoned political activist may become a
member of the Association under the following conditions:
a. Must be a Kurd from Eastern Kurdistan or a non-Kurd
residing in Kurdistan or Kurdish regions of Iran, and must
have been imprisoned by the regime for their participation
in the struggle for the rights of the Kurdish people.
b. Must believe in the objectives of the Association.
c. Must be willing to contribute to fulfilling the
responsibilities  of  the  Association.
d. Must have served at least six months of imprisonment or
have been sentenced in the regime’s courts.
e. Must pay the membership fee.
2. Membership Procedure:
To become a member of the Association, an individual must:
a. Be introduced by two current members of the Association.
b. Provide evidence of imprisonment or court sentencing
by the regime, or be confirmed by two reliable individuals
recognized by the Association.
c. If at any time it becomes clear that the documentation or
statements provided were false, the Association reserves the
right to revoke membership.
d. Based on the leadership committee’s recommendation,
individuals who selflessly and voluntarily assist political
prisoners and their families, especially those who make
sacrifices to facilitate prisoner releases, may be granted
honorary membership in recognition of their effort and
dedication.



circumstances to address matters beyond the capacity of the
leadership committee. Its decisions hold the same authority
as those of the General Conference.

Leadership Committee: After the conference, in its first
meeting, it elects the head of the Association. The leadership
committee convenes monthly under the supervision of the
head, who remains accountable to the committee.
Executive Team: Consists of the head of the Association and
two committee members approved by the leadership committee.
It meets weekly and reports to the leadership committee.
Notes:

a. An extraordinary conference can be convened at the
request of two-thirds of the leadership committee or two-
thirds of the main members of the Association.

b. For the extraordinary conference to convene, at least
two-thirds of the members of the previous conference must
be present.

¢. According to the Association’s bylaws, responsibilities
among members of the leadership committee must be
assigned, and upon the head’s proposal and with the
approval of all members, one member may be elected as
deputy.

d. The leadership committee may, by majority vote, appoint
up to three advisors from inside or outside Kurdistan based
on necessity.



Chapter Two

e Article 5:
The objectives of the Association are:
To introduce the humanitarian goals of political prisoners to
human rights organizations, advocacy groups for political
prisoners, and public opinion worldwide; and to establish
ties with other Iranian political prisoner organizations for
mutual collaboration.
To bring the voices of political prisoners to the attention
of Iranian and international human rights organizations
and public opinion, with the aim of securing their release,
reviewing their cases, or reducing their sentences.
To expose and work toward eliminating physical and
psychological torture inflicted on political prisoners in
Iranian prisons.
To provide material and moral support to political prisoners
and their families to the extent possible, and to make every
effort in service of their welfare.

Chapter Three

e Article 6:

The structure of the Association consists of:

General Conference: Held every two years. After reviewing
past activities and discussions, the leadership committee
of the Association adopts necessary decisions. If needed, it
revises the bylaws and elects a new leadership committee
comprised of five main members and three deputy members.
Extraordinary Conference: Convened under special



e Article 3:
Description of the Association’s Emblem (Logo):
The emblem of the Association of Political Prisoners
of Eastern Kurdistan is designed in a simple circular
form, combining colours and symbols that represent the
steadfastness and resistance of political prisoners.
Red colour of the background: Symbolizes freedom,
resistance, hope, and optimism; at the same time, it denotes
passion and victory.
Light blue colour: Symbolizes trust, dignity, perseverance,
and the struggle for life, peace, and security.
The sun: A symbol representing brightness and
enlightenment.
Two hands: One male and one female hand, symbolizing
equality and joint demand for equal rights; the clenched fists
signify defiance and opposition to oppression and injustice.
The handcuff: Represents arrest and captivity.
The prison bars: Represent imprisonment and confinement.
The logo also includes the abbreviated English name of the
Association: APPEK.

o Article 4:

Who is a Political Prisoner?

A political prisoner is defined as a patriotic activist who,
because of their civic and political engagement, their
national stance, and their commitment to democracy,
freedom, justice, and equality, has participated in the
Kurdish people’s struggle for rights in Eastern Kurdistan and
has, as a result, been persecuted, sentenced, and imprisoned
by either the Pahlavi regime or the Islamic Republic.



this deeply felt void in fulfilling the revolutionary duties of the
movement, and based on the initiative and request of a group of
freed political prisoners, the Association of Political Prisoners
of Eastern Kurdistan was established on the 8th of Saramawaz
1386 (corresponding to 29 November 2007), with its mission and
objectives outlined in this charter.

Chapter One

Name and Definition of the Association

e Article 1:
Name: The Association of Political Prisoners of Eastern
Kurdistan, hereinafter referred to simply as the Association
throughout this charter.

o Article 2:

The Association of Political Prisoners of Eastern Kurdistan
is an independent organization representing political
prisoners from Kurdistan. It works to defend and promote
the rights and interests of political prisoners.

Through its media resources, the Association strives
to expose the repressive policies of the regime toward
political prisoners and to disseminate news and
information concerning them. In this regard, by utilizing
its organizational capacity and influence, the Association
considers it its duty to convey the voices and conditions
of political prisoners in Iranian Kurdistan to international
human rights organizations and communities.



Charter of the Association of Political
Prisoners of Eastern Kurdistan

Preamble

Political prisoners, among all peoples and nations across the world,
are among the most steadfast fighters on the path of liberation
and collective well-being. Kurdish political prisoners, especially
in Iran, who face a deeply anti-people regime, suffer more than
their counterparts elsewhere—they encounter torture, oppression,
and life-threatening conditions. For this reason, they deserve even
greater respect, recognition, and admiration.

Many political prisoners in Iran are unjustly sentenced to death.
Yet, without fear of dying “at the hands of executioners,” they
face their fate and remain committed to their beliefs and the goals
of their people until their final breath. Those who receive long-
term sentences endure all forms of torture and hardship in prison,
suffer separation from loved ones, and even witness their families
fall into hardship and deprivation. Nevertheless, they stand firm
in their revolutionary resolve so as not to bow before the enemy or
betray the dignity of their struggle and resistance.

Sometimes, political prisoners manage to break their chains,
dismantle prison walls, and return to the battlefield, continuing
their struggle anew. Undoubtedly, all these individuals—through
their sacrifice and love of freedom—are worthy of the highest
respect and a source of pride. It must be said with clarity that the
Kurdish liberation movement in many ways has failed to adequately
support political prisoners and their honorable families as they
deserve, due in part to certain leadership shortcomings within the
movement. This has prevented them from providing even a small
portion of the recognition and reward that these sacrifices merit.
Thus, as an effort to reclaim what has been lost, and to fill
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